EPS LICENSING:
HOW THE SITUATION IS IMPROVING
Following recent changes in both policy and licensing we
felt now was the ideal time to ensure you have the most up
to date information to help guide your decisions and identify
how the recent changes are designed at streamlining and
improving the licence situation for protected species.
Two major changes have occurred recently:
1) Natural England adoption of new policies for full
protected species licence applications
2) Low Impact Class Licences for bats and great
crested newt.

NEW POLICIES

This policy is introduced by DEFRA and Natural England in cases
where on site compensation is highly unlikely to be successful in
delivery of Favourable Conservation Status on site only. Prior to
this policy, mitigation and compensation, specifically with regard
to GCN in the majority of cases, had to be on land within an
application site. In the cases of smaller sites it is often difficult to
provide sufficient resources on site whilst maintaining a viable
build programme. Compensatory habitats are often reduced to
small portions of the site which in the longer term may not be
beneficial or viable for the newt population to be maintained. This
new policy allows for offsite areas to be used. However it will
require that offsite compensation to be on land connected to the
development site or connected to the wider newt metapopulation
(a group of populations that are connected and interbreed) to
maintain that local population.
Policy 3: Allowing protected species to have access to temporary
habitats that will be developed at a later date

DEFRA and Natural England have recently released four new
policies relating to European Protected Species (EPS –principally
relating to bats and Great Crested Newts [GCN]) licensing. These
policies apply within the standard licensing regime and are designed
to streamline the process and reduce the cost burden. The shift
in thinking is to move away from paramount protection of each
individual animal and instead focusing on the population as a
whole with the Favourable Conservation Status test.

Primarily this will be aimed at the mineral extraction sector but
may have uses in multi-phased, schemes. It allows species
temporary use of sites during a project and is targeted to avoid
unnecessary exclusion of species from an area just to safeguard
its potential future use.
Policy 4: Appropriate and relevant surveys where the impacts
of a development can be confidently predicted

There are four policies which are summarised below.
Policy 1: Greater flexibility when excluding and relocating
European Protected Species from development sites
This policy seeks to reduce the cost and time burden of translocation
(particular with reference to great crested newt) where impacts
can be predicted as small (i.e. the habitats being impacted are of
lower value such as grazing/arable land etc.). It is designed to
increase investment in the provision of habitat compensation which
is targeting a longer term conservation gain for the species.
Policy 2: Greater flexibility in the location of newly created
habitats that compensate for the habitats that will be lost
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This policy is specifically designed for those sites where a repeat
survey would normally be necessary simply to secure a site licence.
It is quite common for a full suite of survey and impact appraisal
to be completed for planning, however the delays of the planning
process and sale of sites prior to construction commencing, often
means that 2 to 3 years have passed before full planning is granted
work on site begins. If this isn’t considered at an early stage, the
need to then postpone commencement, or full planning/reserved
matters applications to repeat an already valid survey can delay
a project for a year or more. This policy allows older data to be
used for sites where impacts can be confidently predicted i.e.
where the habitats haven’t changed and there is little reason to
suggest the population of newts would also have changed in order
to make an appropriate assessment of impacts.
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LOW IMPACT CLASS LICENSING
The Low Impact Class Licence scheme is now available for both
Bats and GCN and RammSanderson can provide both these
services.
Bats
In situations where small numbers of commonly occurring bats
are found the new Low Impact Licence is a faster and simpler
licence application procedure allowing for a licence to be granted
within 10 working days. There is no need for a Reasoned Statement
to be produced and with the mitigation documentation being
reduced, clear savings can be made on time taken for consultants
to produce and issue licence applications on their Client’s behalf.
The licensable works are permitted at any time of year and whilst
the survey effort must remain the same and the eventual
compensation requirements are the same as before, the process
has been streamlined.

•

Environmental DNA testing (visit www.RammSanderson.com
for more information on this cost effective technique)

•

Site visit confirming newt presence on site

•

Historical records (i.e. desk based assessment information)

Requirements of a Low Impact Licence include:
•

Work to be completed within 6-12months (18months in
exceptional circumstances)

•

Eventual plans do not result in a barrier to newt dispersal
(this will be reliant upon the landscaping proposals)

•

The overall impacts are considered to have a low impact i.e.
no loss of ponds and no loss/damage to terrestrial habitats

GCN
Currently this will be suited to small scale developments and
utilities / infrastructure licensing situations. As with bats the
licence application process is guaranteed within 10 working days
and has a far less cumbersome paper work load reducing time
and therefore costs for consultants preparing applications. The
licence application requires only one drawing to be produced as
supporting information and does not require a Reasoned Statement.
Survey effort is reduced and confirmation of presence is the only
requirement in order to obtain a Low Impact Licence. This can be
done using:

It is important to recognise however that the reduced survey effort
required for a Low Impact Scheme will not be sufficient for a full
EPSL licence. Therefore early engagement with a registered
ecologist must be sought to determine if the new class licence is
applicable to your site to avoid unnecessary delays for having
insufficient information. The survey windows for European
Protected Species are very short, particularly for great crested
newts - see our survey calendar
(www.rammsanderson.com/services) to download your calendar
or contact the team to order a copy printed on a useful aide memoir
mousemat.

•

With the survey window drawing ever nearer don’t hesitate to
contact one of our team to see how these new policies and licence
procedures may benefit you.

Conventional methods (4-6 visits using bottle trapping, torch
light survey, egg search and terrestrial search)
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Bats
Daytime Assessments
Emergency / Re-entry
Transects and Static Monitoring
Hibernation Surveys
Great Crested Newt
Habitat Suitability Index
Presence / Absence
eDNA
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